WILH e Light of

the World

John 8:12, 31-32, 36

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, "l am
the light of the world. If you follow me, you won't
have to walk in darkness, because you will have the
light that leads to life."... Jesus said to the people who
believed in him, "You are truly my disciples if you
remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free."... So if the
Son sets you free, you are truly free.

Airport Blackout

After a great family vacation, we pulled up to the
airport rental car return in the middle of a torrential
downpour. The only option to get from the car drop-
off point to the airport was on foot, and there was
conveniently zero part of the walk that was covered
overhead. We took off, moving as fast as we could
with all our luggage and our toddler in tow.

After getting inside, we needed to change clothes,
as we were absolutely soaked through. | took my
daughter with me, and we went to change in the
restroom. Just as we were halfway through
changing, a huge crash of thunder sounded, and the
power abruptly went out. It was pitch black. |
couldn’t see my hand in front of my face, let alone
see my daughter or any of our surroundings,
including my cell phone with its flashlight or our
change of clothes. It truly felt like we were going to
be stuck alone in there.

Thankfully, the power was quickly restored. In the
time it took for the airport’s generator to kick on,
thoughts of panic rushed through my mind. The
darkness felt overwhelming. As soon as the lights
came back on, the sight of a normal restroom
returned, and we were able to quickly finish
dressing and easily get out of there.

Light Brings Freedom

Dark moments in life make it hard to see what'’s
next. Whether the darkness is brought on by our
own choices, by the actions of someone else, or by
circumstances outside of our control, being in
darkness can make it feel like you'll be stuck there
forever. Panic, anxiety, doubt, and uncertainty can
quickly set in.

However, Jesus declares that He is the light of the
world. When we follow Him, regardless of our
circumstances, He promises that His light will bring
life and freedom. In the same way that shining a
light in the dark helps us see details we couldn’t
see before, the light of Jesus enables us to see the
complete truth. Things that once felt confusing,
frightening, or overwhelming begin to look
different through His perspective.

God’s light shining in our lives allows us to
understand His truth.

In turn, understanding His truth leads us into
complete freedom in Christ. Sometimes we may
only see the next step of the path illuminated, but
God promises to continue granting us life in His
light as we trust Him and walk with Him.

Speak Truth Into Darkness

Are there any areas of your life right now that feel
dark, confusing, or lonely? Write down anything
that comes to mind, then ask God to shine His light
and reveal the truth of what's happening. Speak
this Scripture over each situation as an affirmation
of truth from God’s Word that brings freedom:

“If you follow Me, you won’'t have to walk in
darkness, because you will have the light that
leads to life.”

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for Your light in my life. Please
help me see the ways You are working all around
me. In areas that feel dark, | ask that You would
light even just one more step on the path in front of
me, so that | can follow You more closely. Please
bring me complete freedom in areas where | feel
stuck in darkness. Grow my trust in You in every
season of life. As | trust You, would You help me see
that Your invitation into a life of freedom is true, no
matter how dark or impossible my situation may
feel in the moment. Amen.
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Juan 8:12; 31-32, 36

Jesus habldé una vez mas al pueblo y dijo:

«Yo soy la luz del mundo. Si me sigues, no tendras
gue andar en la oscuridad, porque tendras la luz que
conduce a la vidan».

Jesus dijo a la gente que creia en él:

«Ustedes son verdaderamente mis discipulos si se
mantienen fieles a mis ensenanzas. Entonces
conoceran la verdad, y la verdad los hara libres».
«Asi que, si el Hijo los libera, ustedes son
verdaderamente libres».

Apagon en el aeropuerto

Después de unasbuenasvacaciones en familia,
llegamos a la devolucidén del auto de alquiler en el
aeropuerto en medio de un aguacero
impresionante. La unica forma de ir desde el punto
dondedejamos el auto hasta el aeropuerto era
caminando y, para colmo, no habia ni un solo tramo
del camino cubierto. Salimos corriendo lo mas
rapido que pudimos, cargando todo el equipaje

y con nuestra hija pequena a cuestas.

Al entrar al aeropuerto, necesitabamos cambiarnos
de ropa porgue estabamos completamente
empapados. Tomé a mi hija conmigo y fuimos al
bano para cambiarnos. Justo cuando ibamos a Ia
mitad de cambiarnos, se escuchd un fuerte
estruendo de trueno y, de repente, se fue la luz. Todo
quedd completamente oscuro. No podia ver ni mi
propia mano frente a mi rostro, mucho menos a mi
hija o lo que nos rodeaba, ni siquiera mi celular con
su linterna o la ropa limpia. Realmente se sentia
como si fuéramos a quedarnos atrapadas ahi solas.

Por suerte, la energia regreso rapidamente. En el
breve momento que tomo para que el generador del
aeropuerto entrara en funcionamiento,una
avalancha de pensamientos de panicoy

ansiedad cruzdé por mi mente. La oscuridad se sentia
abrumadora. Apenas volvieron las luces, el bano
volvid a verse normal, y pudimos terminar de
cambiarnos rapidamente y salir sin problema.

La luz trae libertad

Los momentos oscuros de la vida hacen dificil
verqué viene después. Ya sea que la oscuridad
venga por nuestras propias decisiones, por las
acciones de otras personas o por circunstancias
fuera de nuestro control, estar en la oscuridad
puede hacernos sentir gue nos quedaremos alli
para siempre. El panico, la ansiedad, la duda y la
Incertidumbre pueden aparecer con rapidez.

Sin embargo, Jesus declara que El es la luz del
mundo. Cuando lo seguimos, sin importar las
circunstancias, El promete que su luz nos traera
vida y libertad. Asi como una luz encendida en |la
oscuridad nos permite ver detalles que antes no
veiamos, la luz de Jesus nos ayuda a ver la verdad
completa.Lo que antes parecia confuso, aterrador o
abrumador comienza a verse diferente desde su
perspectiva.

La luz de Dios brillando en nuestra vida nos permite
comprender su verdad.

Y comprender su verdad nos conduce a una
libertad real en Cristo. A veces solo logramos ver
luminado el siguiente paso, pero Dios promete
seguir dandonos vida en su luz mientras confiamos
enEl y caminamos con El.

Habla verdad en medio de la
oscuridad

cHay alguna area de tu vida que en este momento
se sienta oscura, confusa o solitaria,y que te cuesta
nombrar? Escribe todo lo que venga a tu mentey
luego pidele a Dios que haga brillar su luz y revele la
verdad de lo que esta pasando. Declara esta
Escritura sobre cada situacidn como una afirmacion
de la verdad de |la Palabra de Dios que trae libertad:
“Si me sigues, no tendrds que andar en la
oscuridad, porque tendras la luz que conduce a la
vida.”

Oracion

Jesus, gracias por tu luz en mi vida. Ayudame a ver
las maneras en que estas obrando a mi alrededor.
En las areas que se sienten oscuras, te pido que
lumines aunque sea un paso mas del camino que
tengo delante, para poder seguirte mas de
cerca.Traeme libertad en aquellas areas donde me
siento atrapado en la oscuridad. Haz crecer mi
confianza en Ti en cada etapa de la vida. Y mientras
confio en Ti, ayudame a creer que tu invitacidén a
una vida de libertad es real, sin importar cuan
oscura o imposible pueda sentirse mi situacion en
este momento.

Ameén.



